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"Children develop a 
love of stories and 
poems when they 
read or are read to on 
a regular basis. These 
experiences enrich 
and expand their 
world and encourage 
imagination."
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A special message to our families

March 2021

Dear Families,

Let’s read!
Children develop a love of stories and poems when they read or are read to on a regular 
basis. These experiences enrich and expand their world and encourage imagination. At 
the same time, you will be building family memories to last a lifetime.

With this in mind, the Keystone State Literacy Association (KSLA) – which is committed 
to developing a love of reading in all children across Pennsylvania, – is proclaiming the 
month of April as Families and Reading Month. Throughout the month, families all 
across the state will be sharing the joys of reading at home. We hope you will join in the 
fun by reading with your child each day in April.

Throughout Families and Reading Month, we encourage families to engage in reading 
or reading activities for 15 minutes each day during the month of April. Attached you will 
find a calendar of ideas and activities to promote reading. The activities are suggestions 
that can also be incorporated into a reading schedule throughout the year.

As a thank-you for your support and encouragement, we ask, at the end of April, that you 
sign the attached calendar and return it to your child’s teacher. In return, you and your 
child will receive a Certificate of Achievement.

We hope you will take time to create some special memories during April. Now, let’s read!
Sincerely,

Debbie Urso
KSLA Families and Reading Committee Chair
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A special message to our families

Marzo 2021

Queridas Familias,

!Vamos a le!!
Los niños desarrollan un amor a los cuentos y poemas cuando leen o les leen regularmente. 
Estas experiencias enriquecen y amplía su mundo y fomentar la imaginación. Al mismo 
tiempo, se le construyen recuerdos familiares que durarán toda la vida.

Con esto en mente, La Asociación Estatal de Lectura Keystone de Pensilvania (KSLA)- que 
se compromete a desarrollar un amor por la lectura en los niños a través de Pensilvania - 
proclama el mes de abril como el Mes de las Familias y la Lectura. Durante todo el mes, las 
familias en todo el estado va a compartir las alegrías de la lectura en casa. Esperamos que 
se unan a la diversión de la lectura con su hijo(a) todos los días en abril.

Por medio de las familias y Mes de Lectura, animamos a las familias a participar en la 
lectura o las actividades de lectura por 15 minutos cada día durante el mes de abril. Adjunto 
encontrará un calendario de ideas y actividades para promover la lectura. Las actividades 
son sugerencias de que también se pueden incorporarse en un horario de lectura durante 
todo el año.

Como agradecimiento por su apoyo y ánimo, nos le pedimos que a finales de abril firme 
el calendario adjunto y devolverlo al profesor(a) de su hijo(a). A cambio, usted y su hijo(a) 
recibirán un Certificado de Aprovechamiento.
.
Nosotros espermaos que usted crea memorias especiales durante el mes de abril. ¡Ah"a 
vamos a le!! 

Sinceramente,

Debbie Urso
KSLA Families and Reading Committee Chair



Reading aloud is a gift you can give to your children from the day they are born until 
the time they leave the nest.  Children’s reading experts agree that reading aloud 
offers the easiest and most effective way to help children become lifelong readers. It 
will be as much fun for you as it is for your children.

A child whose day includes listening to lively stories is more likely to grow up loving 
books and wanting to read them. To spark this desire in your children, you may want 
to try some of these suggestions offered by Reading Is Fundamental (RIF), a national 
nonprofit organization that inspires youngsters to read.

• Set aside a special time each day to read aloud to your children. Fifteen 
minutes a day is an ideal time.

• Vary your selections.  For very young children, look for picture books with 
illustrations or photographs and print that is simple and clear. Once your 
child enters elementary school, consider picture books, magazines, and even 
chapter books. 

• Read slowly and with expression. The more you ham it up, the more your 
children will love it. Try substituting your child’s name for a character in the 
story.

• Have your children sit where they can see the book clearly, especially if it is a 
picture book or magazine.

• Allow time for your children to settle into the story, as well as time afterwards 
to talk about it.

• As you read aloud, encourage your children to get in on the act. Invite them 
to describe pictures, read bits of text, or predict what will happen next. It is 
even fun to dramatize the roles in the story or read lines of dialogue.

• Children like a sense of completion, so finish what you begin. If the book is 
too lengthy to finish in one sitting find an appropriate stopping point, such 
as the end of a chapter, and visit it later in the day or the next day. 

• Continue to read aloud to your children even after they begin school and are 
independent readers. There is no age limit to reading to your children.

• Older children  may enjoy reading aloud to a younger sibling. They often like 
to revisit some of their old favorites.

Fun Fact: A child whose day includes listening to lively st"ies is 
m"e likely to #$ up l%ing b&ks and wanting to read them.

Reading Aloud to your Children
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Reading Aloud to your Children

Leer en voz alta es un regalo que le puede dar a sus hijos desde el día que nacen hasta 
que dejan el nido. Los expertos en la lectura de los niños están de acuerdo que leer 
en voz alta ofrece la manera más fácil y efectiva de ayudar a los niños a convertirse en 
lectores de por vida.  Será tan divertido para usted, así como para sus niños. 

Un niño cuyo día incluye escuchar historias animadas es más probable que crezca 
amando los libros y queriendo leerlos. Para despertar este deseo en sus hijos, es 
posible que desee probar algunas de estas sugerencias que ofrece Reading Is 
Fundamental (RIF) (Leer Es Fundamental), una organización sin fines de lucro que 
inspira a los jóvenes a leer.  

• Reserve un tiempo especial cada día para leer en voz alta a sus hijos. Quince 
minutos al día es un tiempo ideal.

• Varíe sus selecciones. Para los niños muy pequeños, busque libros con 
ilustraciones o fotografías,  y que la letra sea simple y clara.  Una vez que su 
niño ingrese a la escuela elemental, considere libros con dibujos, revistas, y 
hasta libros de capítulos.  

• Lea lentamente y con expresión. Mientras más lo exagere, más les gustará a 
sus niños. Trate de sustituir el nombre de su hijo por el de un personaje de la 
historia. 

• Haga que sus niños se sienten  en un lugar donde puedan ver el libro 
claramente, especialmente si es un libro con dibujos o revistas. 

• Dele tiempo a sus niños para que se adapten a la historia, así como tiempo 
después de la historia para hablar  de ella. 

• Mientras lee en voz alta,  anime a sus niños a participar. Invítelos a describir 
las imágenes, leer fragmentos del texto, o predecir lo que pasará después. Es 
hasta divertido dramatizar los roles en la historia o leer líneas del diálogo. 

• A los niños les gusta un sentido de finalización, entonces termine lo que 
empezó. Si el libro es demasiado largo para terminarlo en una sola vez, 
busque un punto apropiado para parar, así como el final de un capítulo, y 
visítelo más tarde en el día, o al día siguiente. 

• Continúe leyendo en voz alta a sus niños incluso hasta después de empezar 
la escuela y sean lectores independientes. No hay límite de edad para leer a 
sus niños.

• Los niños mayores pueden disfrutar de leer en voz  alta a su hermano menor.   
A menudo les gusta revisar sus libros viejos favoritos.

Leyendo en Voz Alta a sus Niños 

Dato c'ioso: es más probable que un niño cuyo día incluya 
escuch( hist"ias animadas )ezca amando los libros y 
qu!iendo le!los.



With so many books to choose from, how do you select the 
right ones for your child? How do you know if your child is 
enjoying or understanding what you’re reading together? 
May you find these suggestions useful as you discover the 
wonderful world of books with your family!

• Select books that appeal to your child’s interest.

• Take your child to the local public library. If he/she doesn’t 
already have a library card, get him/her one. Browse the 
bookshelves and borrow some new titles that you can read 
together.

• Talk to your child about what you are reading together.

• Ask questions about what is happening and why. 

• Encourage him to ask questions to clarify what is happening or wonder about 
something that isn’t clear. 

• Ask questions that begin with why or how to promote deep thinking.

• Use the Internet to research answers to unanswered questions or to extend learning about a 
certain topic from a book.

• Help your child summarize a story using these questions:

• Who or what is the story about?

• When or where does the story take place?

• What happens first?

• What happens next?

• How does the story end?

• What lesson did the character learn?

• Read books aloud to your child on a regular basis. No matter your child’s age, reading aloud 
to him/her is a great bonding experience.

• Use the five-finger rule to help your child select books appropriate for his/her independent 
reading level. Encourage your child to choose a book that looks interesting, open it to any 
page, and read. Each time your child comes to an unknown word, a finger is raised. Five 
unknown words on a page indicate that the book is too difficult for independent reading. 
Save the book for him/her to read at a later time or read it to your child. 

• Provide opportunities for shared reading. In a shared reading, you take turns reading aloud 
with your child. This could be taking turns reading a page or a paragraph.

• Invite your child to read a favorite book to a younger sibling, friend, or even a family pet.

• Record your child reading a favorite book or part of a book. Email the video to a relative or 
friend. 

• Invite your child to draw a picture illustrating a favorite scene or character from a book.  
Encourage your child to write a descriptive paragraph about the scene or character. Ask your 
child to read it to you.

• Encourage your child to create an advertisement for a favorite book or create a skit about it.

• 

Tips for Selecting & Using 
Literature With Children
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Con tantos libros que se puede elegir, ¿cómo seleccionas 
los adecuados para tu niño? ¿Cómo sabes si tu niño está 
disfrutando o entendiendo lo que están leyendo juntos? 
¡Ojalá encuentre útiles estas sugerencias a medida que 
descubre el maravilloso mundo de los libros con su familia!

• Seleccione libros que atraigan el interés de su niño.

• Lleve a su niño a la biblioteca pública local. Si él o ella 
no tiene todavía una tarjeta de la biblioteca, consíganle una. 
Busque en las estanterías y pida prestados algunos títulos 
nuevos que puedan leer juntos.

• Hable con su niño acerca de lo que están leyendo juntos. 

• Haga preguntas acerca de lo que está pasando y por qué. 

• Motívelo a que haga preguntas para clarificar lo que está pasando o cuestione algo que 
no está claro.

• Haga preguntas que empiecen con por qué o cómo para promover el pensamiento 
profundo. 

• Utilice el internet para buscar respuestas a preguntas sin respuesta o para ampliar el 
aprendizaje acerca de un tema determinado de un libro.

• Ayude a su niño a resumir la historia utilizando las siguientes preguntas:

• ¿De quién o de qué se trata la historia?

• ¿Cuándo o dónde se desarrolla la historia ?

• ¿Qué pasa primero?

• ¿Qué pasa después?

• ¿Cómo termina la historia?

• ¿Qué lección aprendió el personaje?

• Lea libros en voz alta regularmente. No importa la edad de su niño, leer libros en voz alta es 
una gran experiencia de unión. 

• Utilice la regla de los cinco-dedos para ayudar a su niño a seleccionar libros para su nivel de 
lectura independiente. Motive a su niño a elegir un libro que se vea interesante, ábralo en 
cualquier página y léalo. Cada vez que su niño se encuentre con una palabra desconocida, se 
levanta un dedo. Cinco palabras desconocidas en una página indica que el libro es muy difícil 
para la lectura independiente. Guarde el libro para que él o ella  lo lea después, o para que 
usted se lo lea. 

• Brinde oportunidades para la lectura compartida. En la lectura compartida, se turnan con su 
niño para leer en voz alta. Esto podría ser turnarse leyendo una página o un párrafo.

• Invite a su niño a leer su libro favorito a un hermano menor, amigo, o incluso a la mascota de 
la familia. 

• Grave a su niño leyendo su libro favorito o parte de un libro. Mande por correo el video a un 
familiar o amigo. 

• Invite a su niño a dibujar ilustrando su escena o personaje favorito de un libro. 

• Anime a su niño a escribir un párrafo describiendo la escena o personaje. Pídale a su niño que 
se lo lea a usted. 

• Anime a su niño a crear un  anuncio o una parodia de su libro favorito.

Consejos para Seleccionar 
y Usar Literatura con Niños   

9



�<ZQYQIh�<[G�.I<GQ[O�!][jP
+gQZ<gs��g<GIh

�dgQY�ÃÁÃÂ
«�[hkgI�s]kg�EPQYG�E]ZdYIjIh�jPI�hkOOIhjIG�<EjQpQjs�]g�gI<Gh�N]g�ÀÄ�ZQ[kjIh�I<EP�G<s���[QjQ<Y�jPI�D]r�
N]g�jP<j�G<s���N�s]k�hXQd�<�G<s��gI<G�N]g�Â¿�ZQ[kjIh�jPI�N]YY]qQ[O�G<s�<[G�Q[QjQ<Y�Á�G<sh���j�jPI�I[G�]N�
jPI�Z][jP��hQO[�jPQh�E<YI[G<g�<[G�gIjkg[�Qj�j]�s]kg�EPQYG°h�jI<EPIg���EjQpQjQIh�YQhjIG�<gI�[]j�gIfkQgIG�

N]g�jPI�
IgjQNQE<jI�]N��EPQIpIZI[j����������������������������

/1" !$" 01� 7�� 0�1 �.� /�0

Â Ã Ä

PQYG°h�"<ZI�²��g<GI �<ZQYs�!IZDIg�/QO[<jkgI 6QhQj�<�YQDg<gs���Ij�<�

E<gG�N]g�s]kg�EPQYG��

PIEX�]kj�h]ZI�
D]]Xh�

7<jEP�<�[<jkgI�
dg]Og<Z�][�06��0<YX�
<D]kj�qP<j�s]k�hII�

�]�]kjhQGI�<[G�qgQjI�
q]gGh�qQjP�s]kg�EPQYG�
khQ[O�hQGIq<YX�EP<YX�
][�jPI�DY<EXj]d�]g�<�
hjQEX�Q[�jPI�ZkG�

Å Æ Ç È É Ê ÂÁ

kj�<�E]ZQE�hjgQd�
<d<gj���<pI�s]kg�EPQYG�
dkj�Qj�j]OIjPIg�Q[�jPI�
gQOPj�]gGIg�

+<OI�jPg]kOP�<�N<ZQYs�
dP]j]�<YDkZ�<[G�j<YX�
<D]kj�jPI�ZIZ]gQIh�
jPI�dP]j]h�P<pI�
E<djkgIG�


kj�q]gGh�]kj�]N�jPI�
[Iqhd<dIg���YkI�
jPIZ�][�d<dIg�j]�
Z<XI�<�[Iq�
hI[jI[EI�

�<pI�s]kg�EPQYG�
dg<EjQEI�PQh�<GGgIhh�
<[G�QZd]gj<[j�dP][I�
[kZDIgh�

.I<G�<�[Iq�D]]X�]g�
<[�]YG�N<p]gQjI�j]�
s]kg�EPQYG�

/j<gj�gI<GQ[O�<�hj]gs�
<[G�hj]d�DIN]gI�jPI�
I[G���hX�s]kg�EPQYG�j]�
dgIGQEj�jPI�I[GQ[O�

�<pI�<�jgI<hkgI�Pk[j��
 I<pI�dQEjkgI�]g�q]gG�
EYkIh�j]�N]YY]q�j]�
gI<EP�jPI�jgI<hkgI�

ÂÂ ÂÃ ÂÄ ÂÅ ÂÆ ÂÇ ÂÈ
�IYd�s]kg�EPQYG�EgI<jI�
<�Z<d�]N�s]kg�P]ZI�

�<pI�s]kg�EPQYG�
GIhEgQDI�<�N<ZQYs�
ZIZDIg�]g�NgQI[G��
�kIhh�qP]�Qj�Qh�

0<XI�<�q<YX��
Y]hI�
s]kg�IsIh�<[G�YQhjI[�
N]g�jPI�h]k[Gh�]N�
hdgQ[O��!<XI�<�YQhj�]N�
jPI�h]k[Gh�

�IYd�s]kg�EPQYG�dY<[j�
NY]qIg�]g�pIOIj<DYI�
hIIGh���!<XI�<�Og<dP�
j]�EP<gj�jPIQg�Og]qjP�

�<pI�s]kg�EPQYG�qgQjI�
<�[]jI�]g�<[�IZ<QY�j]�
<�NgQI[G�]g�gIY<jQpI�

/j<gj�jIYYQ[O�<�N<ZQYQ<g�
hj]gs���<pI�s]kg�EPQYG�
qgQjI�<�[Iq�I[GQ[O�

/Q[O�N<p]gQjI�h][Oh�]g�
E]Zd]hI�<�[Iq�][I�
j]OIjPIg�

ÂÉ ÂÊ ÃÁ ÃÂ ÃÃ ÃÄ ÃÅ
�IYd�s]kg�EPQYG�qgQjI�
<[G�QYYkhjg<jI�<�hj]gs�
<D]kj�<�N<p]gQjI�
<[QZ<Y�

�<pI�s]kg�EPQYG�dY<[�<�
Nk[�N<ZQYs�<EjQpQjs�

�<pI�Nk[�gI<GQ[O�<[G�
qgQjQ[O�qQjP�s]kg�
EPQYG�

.I<G�<�hj]gs��!<XI�
dkddIjh�]kj�]N�hZ<YY�
d<dIg�D<Oh�]g�h]EXh�
<[G�<Ej�]kj�jPI�hj]gs��

.I<G�<�d]IZ�� Ij�
s]kg�EPQYG�OkIhh�qP<j�
jPI�[Irj�gPsZQ[O�
q]gG�qQYY�DI�

�]�][�<�YIjjIg��
[kZDIg��]g�E]Y]g�Pk[j�
qQjP�s]kg�EPQYG�

�]�][�<�q<YX�qQjP�
s]kg�EPQYG�<[G�dY<s�
�]YY]q�jPI� I<GIg��

ÃÆ ÃÇ ÃÈ ÃÉ ÃÊ ÄÁ
/<s�<�q]gG�j]�s]kg�
EPQYG�<[G�<hX�PQZ�N]g�
<�q]gG�jP<j�gPsZIh�
]g�EgI<jI�j][OkI�
jqQhjIgh�j]OIjPIg�


P]]hI�<�[Iq�gIEQdI��
.I<G�Qj�j]OIjPIg�<[G�
P<pI�Nk[�Z<XQ[O�Qj�

+Y<s�<�D]<gG�O<ZI�
<NjIg�gI<GQ[O�jPI�
GQgIEjQ][h�j]OIjPIg�

�Q[G�<�E]vs�dY<EI�j]�
gI<G�<�N<p]gQjI�hj]gs��
�<pI�s]kg�EPQYG�gIjIYY�
jPI�hj]gs�

7PI[�GgQpQ[O�qQjP�
s]kg�EPQYG��jkg[�]NN�
jPI�ZkhQE�<[G�j<YX�
<D]kj�jPI�G<s°h�
IpI[jh�

.I<G�GQgIEjQ][h�N]g�<�
dg]WIEj���7]gX�
j]OIjPIg�j]�EgI<jI�jPI�
dg]WIEj�

+gId<gIG�Ds�jPI��<ZQYQIh�<[G�.I<GQ[O�
]ZZQjjII��]N�jPI��Ishj][I�/j<jI� QjIg<Es��hh]EQ<jQ][

Providing Leadership in Literacy and Education for the Commonwealth



!�/������!� ��/�9� �
01.�
�g<G]h�+gQZ<gQ]h

�DgQY�ÃÁÃÂ

�$VHJ~UHVH�GH�TXH�VX�KLMR�WHUPLQH�OD�DFWLYLGDG�VXJHULGD�R�OHH�GXUDQWH����PLQXWRV�FDGD�GtD��

,QLFLDO�GH�OD�FDMD�SDUD�HVH�GtD��6L�VH�ROYLGD�GH�XQ�GtD��OHHU�GXUDQWH����PLQXWRV�DO�GtD�VLJXLHQWH�\�
VXV�LQLFLDOHV�HQ�DPERV�FXDGURV��$O�ILQDO�GHO�PHV��HO�FDOHQGDULR�ILUPD�\�UHJUHVU�D�OD�PDHVWUD�GH�VX�

KLMR��$FWLYLGDGHV�HQXPHUDGDV�QR�VRQ�QHFHVDULRV�SDUD�HO�&HUWLILFDGR�GH�/RJUR�

G]ZQ[O] Yk[Ih Z<gjIh ZQKgE]YIh WkIpIh pQIg[Ih h<D<G]

Â Ã Ä
"]ZDgI�GIY��hjkGQ<[jI�²��g<G] "]ZDgI�GIY�+<GgI 6QhQj<g�k[<�DQDYQ]jIE<��

$DjI[Ig�k[<�j<gWIj<�
d<g<�hk�PQW]���EP<YI�
k[�pQhj<v]�<�k[]h�
YQDg]h�

6Ig�k[�dg]Og<Z<�GI�
Y<�[<jkg<YIv<�I[�Y<�
jIYIpQhQ_[���<DY<g�GI�
Y]�fkI�pIh�

/<YO<�<NkIg<�<�IhEgQDQg�
d<Y<Dg<h�E][�hk�PQW]�]�
PQW<�kh<[G]�jQv<�h]DgI�
IY�<hN<Yj]�]�E][�k[�
d<Y]�I[�IY�D<gg]�

Å Æ Ç È É Ê ÂÁ

]gj<[�k[<�jQg<�
E_ZQE<���<O<�fkI�hk�
PQW]�]�PQW<�Y]�E]Y]fkI[�
I[�IY�]gGI[�E]ggIEj]�

+>OQ[<�<�jg<pKh�GI�k[�
>YDkZ�GI�N]j]h�
N<ZQYQ<g�s�P<DY<g�GI�
Y]h�gIEkIgG]h�Y<h�
N]j]h�P<[�E<djkg<G]�


]gjI�d<Y<Dg<h��GIY�
dIgQ_GQE]��+IO<gY]h�I[�
d<dIY�d<g<�P<EIg�k[<�
[kIp<�Ng<hI�

�<O<�fkI�hk�PQW]�
dg<EjQfkI�hk�GQgIEEQ_[�
s�[mZIg]h�GI�
jIYKN][]�QZd]gj<[jIh�

 IIg�k[�[kIp]�YQDg]�]�
k[��N<p]gQj]�<�hk�PQW]�
]�PQW<�

�ZdIv<g�<�YIIg�k[�
EkI[j]�s�d<gI�<[jIh�
GIY�NQ[<Y��+SG<YI�<�hk�
PQW]�]�PQW<�d<g<�
dgIGIEQg�IY�NQ[<Y�

0I[O<[�k[<�E<v<�GI�
jIh]g]���IW<g�QZ<OI[�
]�d<Y<Dg<�dQhj<h�<�
hIOkQg�d<g<�<YE<[v<g�
IY�jIh]g]�

ÂÂ ÂÃ ÂÄ ÂÅ ÂÆ ÂÇ ÂÈ
�skGI�<�hk�PQW]�<�
EgI<g�k[�Z<d<�GI�hk�
E<h<�

+QG<�<�hk�PQW]�]�PQW<�
fkI�GIhEgQD<�<�k[�
N<ZQYQ<g�]�<ZQO]��
�GQpQ[<�fkQK[�Ih�

�<g�k[�d<hI]��
QIgg<�
Y]h�]W]h�s�IhEkEPI�Y]h�
h][QG]h�GI�Y<�
dgQZ<pIg<���<O<�k[<�
YQhj<�GI�Y]h�h][QG]h�

�skGI�<�hk�PQW]�]�PQW<�
<�dY<[j<g�k[<�NY]g�]�
hIZQYY<h�GI�P]gj<YQv<h���
�<EIg�k[<�Og>NQE<�
d<g<�jg<v<g�hk�
EgIEQZQI[j]�

+gIOk[jI�<�hk�PQW]�]�
PQW<�GI��IhEgQDQg�k[<�
[]j<�]�E]ggI]�
IYIEjg_[QE]�<�k[�
<ZQO]�]�d<gQI[jI�

�ZdIv<g�<�E][j<g�k[<�
PQhj]gQ<�N<ZQYQ<g���<O<�
fkI�hk�PQW]�IhEgQD<�k[�
[kIp]�NQ[<Y�


<[j<g�E<[EQ][Ih�
N<p]gQj<h�]�E]Zd][Ig�
Wk[j]h�k[<�[kIp<�

ÂÉ ÂÊ ÃÁ ÃÂ ÃÃ ÃÄ ÃÅ
�skGI�<�hk�PQW]�
IhEgQDQg�I�QYkhjg<g�k[<�
PQhj]gQ<�h]DgI�k[�
<[QZ<Y�N<p]gQj]�

�<O<�fkI�hk�PQW]�]�
PQW<�dY<[I�k[<�
<EjQpQG<G�GQpIgjQG<�
d<g<�Y<�N<ZQYQ<�

0g<jI�GI�GQpQKgjQghI��
YIsI[G]�s�IhEgQDQI[G]�
E][�hk�PQW]�]�PQW<�

 IIg�k[�EkI[j]���<EIg�
jSjIgIh�GI�D]Yh<h�GI�
d<dIY�dIfkI\<h�]�
ZIGQ<h�s�<Ejk<g�NkIg<�
GI�Y<�PQhj]gQ<�

 Is<�k[�d]IZ<���IWI�
fkI�hk�PQW]�]�PQW<�
<GQpQ[I�Ek>Y�hIg>�Y<�
dg_rQZ<�d<Y<Dg<�gQZ<�

�g�I[�k[<�E<v<�GI�
YIjg<h�[mZIg]h�]�
E]Y]gIh��E][�hk�PQW]�]�
PQW<�

6<s�<�k[�d<hI]�E][�hk�
PQW]�]�PQW<�s�WkIOI[�GI�
hIOkQg�<Y�YSGIg�

ÃÆ ÃÇ ÃÈ ÃÉ ÃÊ ÄÁ
�IEQgYI�<�hk�PQW]�]�PQW<�
GI�dIGQg��k[<�d<Y<Dg<�
fkI�gQZ<�]�EgI<�
jg<D<YI[Ok<h�Wk[j]h�

�YQW<�k[<�[kIp<�
gIEIj<�� K<[Y]�Wk[j]h�
s�GQpIgjQghI�
P<EQK[G]Y]�

�kO<g�k[�WkIO]�GI�
ZIh<�GIhdkKh�GI�YIIg�
Y<h�Q[GQE<EQ][Ih�
Wk[j]h�

�[E][jg<g�k[�YkO<g�
<E]OIG]g�d<g<�YIIg�k[�
EkI[j]�N<p]gQj]���<O<�
fkI�hk�[Q\]�E][j<g�Y<�
PQhj]gQ<�


k<[G]�IhjI[�
Z<[IW<[G]�k[�E<gg]�s�hk�
PQW]�]�PQW<�IhjI�E][�
khjIG��<d<O<g�Y<�ZmhQE<�s�
P<DY<g�GI�Y]h�
<E][jIEQZQI[j]h�GIY�GS<�

 I<�Y<h�Q[hjgkEEQ][Ih�
d<g<�k[�dg]sIEj]���
0g<D<W<g�Wk[j]h�d<g<�
EgI<g�IY�dg]sIEj]�

+gId<g<G]�d]g�Y<h��<ZQYQ<h�s�IY�
]ZQjK�GI� IEjkg<�GI�Y<��h]EQ<EQ_[�GI��Ishj][I�/j<jI� QjIg<Es



Special thanks

• Susan Berrier, Chambersburg Area School District 

• Kelly Cote, Chambersburg, PA

• April Ledeber,  Chambersburg Area School District

• Marybeth Maloskey, Chambersburg Area School 
District

• Craig McFeely, Chambersburg Area School District

• Caitlyn McGee, Chambersburg Area School District

• Bethann McCain, Pennsylvania State University

• Katie Miller, Chambersburg Area School District

• Sara Moser, Chambersburg Area School District

• Stacy Musick, Chambersburg Area School District

• Tracy Panzer, Cumberland Valley School District

• Concetta Velasquez, Marana Unified School 
District, AZ

• Terri Vetock, Shippensburg Area School District

• Linda Werley, Chambersburg Area School District

Many people have contributed to the Families & Reading resources. Their book 
recommendations and suggestions for improvement of the materials were invaluable. 

Also, thank you to all of the families who submitted photographs of themselves reading 
together. The response was overwhelming! It makes my heart smile to see so many adults 
inspiring life-long readers. 

Happy reading!
Debbie Urso, KSLA Families and Reading Committee Chair

Providing Leadership in Literacy and Education for the Commonwealth
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The Families and Reading res*rces (e )eated to give families suggesti+s of new b&ks, magazines, and 
apps to sh(e. The inf"mati+ presented in these b&ks and magazines represents the th*ghts and ,ini+s 

of the auth"s and does not necess(ily represent the viewp-nts of the  
Keyst+e State Lit!acy Associati+.

For more resources, visit your local library or one of the following sites:

• Power Library (www.powerlibrary.org) - A PA library collaboration of 
shared materials and resources. Click on the links at the top of the 
homepage to view recommendations or to visit Power Kids.

• Unite for Literacy (http://www.uniteforliteracy.com) - Access a free digital 
library.

• Visit Scholastic (www.scholastic.com/parents) and Amazon  
(www.amazon.com) for more book options.



Classics:
• The Mitten by Jan Brett 
• Are You My Mother? by Phillip D. Eastman 
• Make Way for Ducklings by Robert 

McCloskey 
• The Complete Tales of Winnie the Pooh by 

A. A. Milne 
• Love You Forever by Robert Munsch 
• The Little Engine That Could by Watty 

Piper 
• The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter 
• Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice 

Sendak 
• The Cat in the Hat by Dr. Seuss 
• The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein
• The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg 

Newer Informational Books:
• Birds of Every Color by Sneed B. Collard 

III - For birds, colors serve important 
purposes. They send messages, attract 
mates, answer questions, and much more.

• 7KH�&XULRXV�*XLGH�WR�7KLQJV�WKDW�$UHQ·W�
by John and James Fixx - Read and solve 
riddles--one for each letter of the alphabet.

• 7HUULÀF�7RQJXHV��by Maria Gianferrari 
- Some animals use their tongues in 
XQXVXDO�ZD\V�WR�ÀQG�IRRG��HDW��DQG�FOHDQ�
themselves. 

• The One and Only Wolfgang: From Pet 
Rescue to One Big Happy Family by Steve 
Greig and Mary Rand Hess - A real-life 
family of dogs, chickens, rabbits, and a pig 
share favorite foods, cuddles, and love for 
each other no matter what. 

• The Wonders of Nature by Ben Hoare - 
Discover the wonders of planet Earth and 
learn about some of the most amazing 
animals, plants, rocks, minerals, and 
microscopic life that live here.

• Who Am I? An Animal Guessing Game by 
Steve Jenkins and Robin Page - Use clues 
to guess which animal will be revealed on 
the next page. More facts are shared about 
each of the animals, as well. 

• This Is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives 
of Seven Kids from around the World by 
Matt Lamothe - Follow one day in the real 
lives of seven kids from around the world—
Italy, Japan, Iran, India, Peru, Uganda, and 
Russia.

• ,QN\·V�$PD]LQJ�(VFDSH��+RZ�D�9HU\�6PDUW�

Grades K-1 Reading List

Octopus Found His Way Home by Sy 
Montgomery - Inky achieved worldwide 
IDPH�DIWHU�HVFDSLQJ�IURP�1HZ�=HDODQG·V�
1DWLRQDO�$TXDULXP�YLD�D�ÁRRU�GUDLQ��

• If You Were the Moon by Laura Purdie 
Salas - Learn about all the things the 
moon does through lyrical text with lots of 
explanatory information provided.

• .LWWHQ�/DG\·V�%LJ�%RRN�RI�/LWWOH�.LWWHQV�by 
Hannah Shaw - Learn how the Kitten Lady 
from Youtube and Instagram helps orphan 
kittens grow up, get adopted, and become 
healthy, happy cats. 

• Pipsqueaks, Slowpokes, and Stinkers: 
Celebrating Animal Underdogs by Melissa 
Stewart - Some animal characteristics 
might seem like weaknesses, but they are 
FULWLFDO�IRU�ÀQGLQJ�IRRG�DQG�VWD\LQJ�VDIH�LQ�
an eat-or-be-eaten world. 

• 6NXOOV� by Blair Thornburgh - This story 
dispels any fears kids might have about 
WKHLU�VNHOHWRQV��ÁLSSLQJ�RXU�YLHZ�RI�VNXOOV�
from a spooky symbol to a fascinating and 
crucial part of our bodies. 

Newer Fiction Books:
• 6RÀD�9DOGH]��)XWXUH�3UH]�by Andrea 

%HDW\���6RÀD·V�DEXHOR�JHWV�KXUW�DW�WKH�ORFDO�
ODQGÀOO��DQG�6RÀD�ZDQWV�WR�WUDQVIRUP�WKH�
GDQJHURXV�ODQGÀOO�LQWR�D�SDUN��6KH·V�WROG�
VKH·V�WRR�\RXQJ��EXW�VKH�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�
make a difference. 

• Lion and Mouse by Jairo Buitrago - In this 
updated fable, the mouse marches into the 
OLRQ·V�GHQ�ZLWKRXW�DQ�LQYLWDWLRQ��%HIRUH�WKH�
lion can eat him for breakfast, the mouse 
begs for mercy.

• Camp Tiger by Susan Choi - Every 
year, a boy and his family go camping. 
Usually, they see things like an eagle, a 
salamander, and chipmunks but this year, 
WKHUH·V�D�WLJHU��

• The Hippo at the End of the Hall by Helen 
Cooper - When Ben receives a mysterious 
LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�DQ�RGG�PXVHXP��KH·V�VZHSW�
into a peculiar world of forgotten secrets 
and wild magic.

• Can I Be Your Dog? by Troy Cummings 
- Arfy, a homeless dog, writes letters to 
members of his community, hoping to be 
adopted. 

• %DGJHU·V�3HUIHFW�*DUGHQ by Marsha Diane 
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- Arnold Badger and his friends plant rows 
RI�SHUIHFW�ÁRZHUV�DQG�YHJHWDEOHV��EXW�WKHQ�
a rainstorm comes and washes away the 
beautiful seeds, and Badger thinks his 
perfect garden is ruined. But is it? 

• Dandy by Ame Dyckman - When Daddy spots 
a weed in his lawn, he's appalled. However, 
his daughter Sweetie has fallen in love with 
WKH�EHDXWLIXO�ÁRZHU��HYHQ�JRLQJ�VR�IDU�DV�WR�
name it. What will happen to the beloved 
weed?

• The Scarecrow by Beth Ferry - Everyone 
knows not to mess with Scarecrow, but when 
a small crow falls from midair, Scarecrow does 
the strangest thing. He saves the tiny baby 
crow, and soon a bond grows between them.

• Field Trip to the Moon by John Hare - During 
WKH�ÀHOG�WULS��RQH�VWXGHQW�WDNHV�D�EUHDN�DQG�
falls asleep. When he wakes up, he discovers 
that the rest of the class and the spaceship 
are gone! 

• Nobody Hugs a Cactus by Carter Goodrich - 
Hank is a cactus who is prickly inside and out. 
But when he starts feeling lonely and decides 
a hug might be good, no one wants to give 
him one. No one, that is, until Rosie tumbles 
by. 

• Rumple Buttercup: A Story of Bananas, 
Belonging, and Being Yourself by Matthew 
Gray Grubler - Rumple has crooked teeth, 
straggly hair, green skin, and his left foot is 
slightly bigger than his right. He is unusual, 
but he understands the importance of being 
unique and loving yourself. 

• Friends Stick Together by Hannah Harrison - 
Rupert and Levi are unlikely friends, tolerating 
HDFK�RWKHU·V�XQLTXH�TXDOLWLHV��

• How Do You Dance? by Thyra Heder - Jiggle, 
wiggle, stomp, and laugh your way through 
reading this book.

• Hello, Door by Alastair Heim - A thieving fox 
makes his way through an empty house, 
greeting the goodies he snatches along the 
way. Then he comes face-to-face with the 
homeowners.

• :H�'RQ·W�(DW�2XU�&ODVVPDWHV� by Ryan 
+LJJLQV���,W
V�WKH�ÀUVW�GD\�RI�VFKRRO�IRU�
Penelope Rex, and she can't wait to meet her 
FODVVPDWHV��7KH\
UH�MXVW�VR�GHOLFLRXV��

• Elmore by Hollie Hobby - Elmore is a 
porcupine desperate to make friends, but it 
is hard to seek closeness with others when 
you're covered with spikes that shoot off your 
back. 

• Be a Maker by Katey Howes - Celebrate 
creativity through beautiful rhyming verse 
about the many things we can make, 
including making a difference in the world. 

• The Good Egg by Jory John - The Good 
(JJ�LV�YHU\�JRRG��EXW�VRPHWLPHV�LW·V�KDUG�
to be good when everyone around you is 
rotten.

• The Thing About Bees: A Love Letter by 
Shabazz Larkin - Written as a love poem to 
his two sons, a father shares the important 
facts about bees and their importance as 
pollinators. 

• See the Cat: Three Stories About a Dog by 
Davis LaRochelle - Max is not a cat. Max is 
D�GRJ��%XW�PXFK�WR�0D[·V�GLVPD\��WKH�ERRN�
keeps instructing readers to “see the cat.” 
How can Max get through to the book that 
he is a DOG?

• Chapter Two is Missing by Josh Lieb - A 
KRSHOHVVO\�ORVW�QDUUDWRU��DQ�XQTXDOLÀHG�
GHWHFWLYH��DQG�D�YHU\�VQHDN\�MDQLWRU�DUH�
all surprised to discover that the second 
chapter of the very book of which they are 
a part is--gasp--missing!

• A Big Mooncake for Little Star by Grace Lin 
- Little Star loves the delicious mooncake 
that she bakes with her mama, and she 
learns about phases of the moon, too. 

• The Little Red Fort by Brenda Maier - One 
day, Ruby decides to build a fort. She 
LQYLWHV�KHU�EURWKHUV�WR�KHOS��EXW�WKH\�MXVW�
laugh and tell her she doesn't know how 
to build. Ruby builds her fort, but will she 
allow her brothers to play in it?

• Fry Bread: A Native American Family Story 
by Kevin Noble Maillard - Told in verse, 
learn what fry bread means to modern 
Native American families. 

• Alma and How She Got Her Name by 
Juana Martinez-Neal - Alma has six names 
and her dad explains the story behind each 
of her namesakes. 

• Evelyn Del Rey Is Moving Away by Meg 
Medina - Evelyn and Daniela are more than 
neighbors. They are best friends. But now, 
Evelyn is moving away. As moving day 
looms nearer, the girls make a plan to keep 
in touch because friends are special.

• Saturday by Oge Mora - A little girl and her 
mother look forward to spending Saturday 
together, but everything is going wrong. Is 
the day completely ruined?
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• A Boy Like You by Frank Murphy - There's 
more to being a boy than sports, feats of 
daring, and keeping a stiff upper lip. Be 
unique and  celebrate all the wonderful 
ways to be a boy.

• Tallulah the Tooth Fairy CEO by Tamara 
Pizzoli - Tallulah knows practically 
everything about being a tooth fairy. She 
knows how to collect teeth, dispense 
money, and even train other fairies. 

• My Papi Has a Motorcycle by Isabel 
Quintero - When Daisy Ramona zooms 
around her neighborhood with Papi on 
his motorcycle, she sees the people and 
SODFHV�VKH
V�DOZD\V�NQRZQ��OLNH�KHU�GDG·V�
love.

• £9DPRV��/HW·V�*R�WR�WKH�0DUNHW�by Raúl 
the Third - Little Lobo and his dog 
Bernabe deliver supplies to a variety of 
vendors, selling everything from sweets to 
sombreros, portraits to piñatas, and carved 
masks to comic books.

• Truman by Jean Reidy - Truman the turtle 
loves spending his days with Sarah. Then, 
one day Sarah puts on her backpack and 
leaves. Truman waits and waits, wondering 
if Sarah will return.  

• Nerdy Birdy Tweets by Aaron Reynolds - 
1HUG\�%LUG\�MRLQV�7ZHHWVWHU�WR�PDNH�QHZ�
friends, but how will his best friend Vulture 
feel about this?

• The Quiet Boat Ride and Other Stories by 
Sergio Ruzzier - Fox and Chick are off on 
new adventures involving a boat ride, a 
mysterious box, and an early morning trip 
to see the sunrise. This contradictory duo 
always manages to have fun together.

• Kate, Who Tamed the Wind by Liz Garton 
Scanlon - A wild wind blows on the top of a 
steep hill, turning everything upside down 
for the man who lives there. Luckily, Kate 
comes up with a plan.

• 0RPP\·V�.KLPDU�by Jamilah Thompkins-
Bigelow - A young girl plays dress up with 
KHU�PRWKHU·V�KHDGVFDUYHV��IHHOLQJ�KHU�
PRWKHU·V�ORYH�ZLWK�HYHU\�RQH�VKH�WULHV�RQ��

• 7KH�3LJHRQ�+$6�WR�*R�WR�6FKRRO��by Mo 
Willems - Pigeon already knows everything, 
so why must he go to school?

• Who Is the Mystery Reader? by Mo 
Willems - Zoom Squirrel tries out a new 
superpower with help from a mysterious 
mystery reader, but even the squirrels have 
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no idea who the mystery reader is.
• The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson 

��$�KHDUWZDUPLQJ�ERRN�DERXW�ÀQGLQJ�WKH�
courage to connect, even when you feel 
scared and alone.

• A Kite for Moon by Jane Yolen and Heidi 
6WHPSOH���$�OLWWOH�ER\�Á\LQJ�KLV�NLWH�QRWLFHV�
a sad moon. He sends up kites to her, 
writing notes promising he will come see her 
someday. Will he keep his promise?

• The Boring Book�E\�6KLVXNH�<RVKLWDNH���´,·P�
bored!” Every child says it and so does this 
ERRN·V�PDLQ�FKDUDFWHU��+H�VRRQ�UHDOL]HV�WKDW�
boredom is a portal into exciting experiences. 

Series Books:
• Clifford, the Big Red Dog by Norman 

Bridwell
• Arthur by Marc Brown
• Narwhal and Jelly by Ben Clanton
• Pete the Cat by James Dean
• Pinkalicious by Victoria Kann 
• I Wonder�VHULHV�RI�QRQÀFWLRQ�ERRNV�E\�'.�

Publishing
• Jada Jones by Kelly Starling Lyons
• What If You Had by Sandra Markle 
• Ordinary People Change the World by Brad 

Meltzer
• The Adventures of Otto by David Milgrim
• Fancy Nancy�E\�-DQH�2·&RQQRU
• Who Would Win? by Jerry Pallotta
• Dog Man by Dav Pilkey
• Elephant & Piggie by Mo Willems

Poetry Books:
• How to Read a Book by Kwame Alexander 

��([SHULHQFH�WKH�MR\�RI�UHDGLQJ�WKURXJK�D�
poem all about it.

• ,·P�-XVW�1R�*RRG�DW�5K\PLQJ��$QG�2WKHU�
Nonsense for Mischievous Kids and 
Immature Grown-Ups by Chris Harris - Pour 
over the text and illustrations as you read 
these laugh-out-loud poems for the young 
and old.

• %RRP��%HOORZ��%OHDW��$QLPDO�3RHPV�IRU�
Two or More Voices by Georgia Heard - A 
collection of poems based on research about 
animal sounds. 

• Cricket in the Thicket by Carol Murray - 
Playful poems about the world of insects. 
Facts about each insect appear on the pages 
along with additional information in the back 
matter.

Magazines:
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• Big Backyard 
• Kids Discover 
• National Geographic Little Kids 
• Nickelodeon 
• Zoobooks 

Educational Apps:
• ABC Mouse - leveled learning of letters, 

words, and stories
• Curious World (iOS) - features games, 

books, and videos for reading, math, and 
science

• Endless Alphabet - teaches letters, letter 
sounds, and vocabulary

• Endless Reader - teaches sight words (like 
a sequel to Endless Alphabet)

• (SLF���EXLOG�DQ�XQOLPLWHG�OLEUDU\�RI�FKLOGUHQ·V�
books

• L6WRU\7LPH���QDUUDWHG�FKLOGUHQ·V�VWRU\ERRNV�
• Little Bird Tales (iOS) - take photos and 

record audio and use them to create a 
story

• My Story (iOS) - create a book with visuals 
and text

• ABC Phonics Make a Word - increase 
phonics skills by building short vowel words

• Reading Raven HD (iOS) - teaches letters 
and sounds

• Sight Words: Kids Learn - different 
interactive activities to learn sight words

• 6LJKW�:RUG�1LQMD���VODVK�WKURXJK�JLYHQ�
sight words

• Sushi Scramble - make words from the 
given letter tiles

• Teach Your Monster to Read - match letters 
to sounds, blend, segment, and read

• The Word Monsters: Learn to Read - 
phonics-based books with activities based 
on the books

• Word Wizard - phonics and word building
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